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Lesson 2 The Lost Son

Scenarios for ‘Choices, Choices!’

Supplement/Getting into God’s Word/1 copy for the teacher

Reproducible page D

Your father gives you your grandfather’s
pocket watch as a gift. He says you are
mature enough and have been responsible,
so he wants it to be yours. Your younger
brother takes it to school for “Show and Tell”
without your permission. He brings it to you
in a paper bag, and it is now in many tiny
pieces. What will you do?

You have not been doing
well in your math class.
Your parents agree to let
you stay on the baseball
team as long as you make
a “B” on your next test.
All of your other teachers
assign hours of home-
work and you are not
able to study as much as you need to. You get
a “C-“ on the next math exam, and your par-
ents won’t let you play baseball until your
grades improve. What will your attitude be
toward your parents? Your teachers? Your
coach?

The most popular kid
in school planned a
birthday party the
same day as yours.
All of your friends
decide to go to the
other kid’s party
instead of coming to

your party, and you spend the evening alone
with your parents. How did your friends make
you feel and how will you deal with it?

Your mom and dad
have just adopted a
little girl. Their friends
shower her and your
parents with gifts and
compliments. People
seem to have forgot-
ten you. What will
you do?
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I’ve Got a Riddle!
Write out the answer to each of the following riddles:
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Supplement/Getting Ready/1 copy for each student

Reproducible page C

Your Riddle

1. I am the third book in the New Testament.

What is my name?  _____________________

3. The letter “K” is what number in the alphabet? 

My parable begins at this verse. ___________________

5. I ate with the pigs, I was dirty and cold, I squan-

dered my wealth, am I young or old? __________

7. There was a party going on, see verse 25, 

but I didn’t like it, who am I? _______________

2. You will know which chapter the story is 

in when you add the numbers referenced in

Matthew 14:17 + John 1:14 + Acts 6:3.

_________________________

4. Read through the verses and you will see, how

many sons did I have? One, two or three? _____

6. I’ve come to my senses; my pockets are clean;

I’m starving to death in verse __________?

8. My father’s response was right; read and you’ll see (verses 31-32). What would you have said to me?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Scripture Memory

We love because he first loved us. 

If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates 

his brother, he is a liar.

1 John 4:19-20a

Core/Getting It to Others/1 copy for each student

Reproducible page B

Weekly Challenge
Practice showing love to someone who may be hard to love. 

Consider inviting this person to the Great Banquet.
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Lost and Found
Instructions for making a compass:

You will need:
• large sewing needle
• piece of Styrofoam cup, 1/2" by 1/2"
• magnet
• dish of water

To magnetize the needle:
Stroke one pole of the magnet gently along the whole length of the needle in the same direction twenty times.

To make the compass:
Lay the magnetized needle on the piece of Styrofoam cup that is floating in a dish of water. The needle will swing
around to point in a nor th-south direction, just like a real compass.

Share what you have learned from “The Parable of the Lost Son”!
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Core/Getting into God’s Word/1 copy for each student

Reproducible page A

magnet

Figure A

Figure B

1/2" x 1/2"
piece of

Styrofoam
cup

index card

shallow dish

large sewing
needle

water
needle
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Scripture Memory
We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I
love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar.
1 John 4:19-20a

Instructions
1. Have several students recite the memory verse. 
2. Discuss the meaning of the verse. Be sure that the

students understand that we cannot say that we
love God if we are not loving to others. God’s love
must be an example to us, and we must carry that
example out in all our relationships.

Weekly Challenge and 
Snack Time

If your students bring a snack, allow them to eat
while you remind them of the challenge for the week. 

The students were to show love toward someone
in their life who is hard to love—someone at school, a
younger sibling, someone on a sports team, etc. The
students were to consider inviting that person to the
Great Banquet.

Discuss the fears or obstacles the students have
encountered in carrying out the challenge this week.
Give ideas on how to overcome the fears, being sure
to remind them that prayer is the best weapon against
fear! Encourage the students with experiences from
your own life and remind them that you are praying
for their success. Remind them also to be keeping up
with their quiet times. Encourage those who have
already completed the challenge and have them share
their stories with the others.

Conclusion
End the class with a prayer.

The Lost Son Getting It to Others
(supplement)

Weekly Challenge
Practice showing love to someone who may be hard to love. 

Consider inviting this person to the Great Banquet.
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3. Have each group present their solution to their sit-
uation. Allow the other groups to make comments
and offer additional solutions.

4. If there is sufficient time, the groups could come
up with new situations and trade with each other.
Then they can come up with solutions to the sce-
narios.

5. Be prepared to raise discussion questions that
would take the students deeper in their under-
standing of responding as Jesus would in difficult
life situations.

The Lost Son Getting Into God’s Word
(supplement)

Choices, Choices!
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Scripture Study
Discuss the Core Lesson and emphasize the main
points. Select two volunteers to read Luke 15:11-32.
Discuss:
• Which son was humble and grateful? (the younger

son) 
• Was he always this way? (no) 
• What was his attitude before? (arrogant / indepen-

dent / ungrateful) 
• What caused the younger son’s attitude to

change? (Situations that were difficult made him
appreciate his father and what he had been provid-
ing for him.)

• What was the attitude of the older son? (angry /
bitter / resentful / self-righteous)

• Why did he have this attitude? (He wasn’t grateful
for his father’s love. / He thought he was better
than his brother. / He didn’t realize that there were
sins in his life that he also needed to be forgiven
for.) 

• Why wasn’t he grateful? (He didn’t appreciate
what he had received from his father. / He felt he
had earned what he had and that he deserved it.)

• How were the two sons alike? (A some point they
were both ungrateful.)

• How were the two sons dif ferent? (The younger
son repented of his ingratitude.)

• Did the father love the sons any dif ferently? (No,
he loved both sons unconditionally.)

• How can your attitude be more like the father’s?

Activity
Choices, Choices!
The students will discuss real-life scenarios that relate
to “The Parable of the Lost Son.”

Materials Used
Reproducible Pages:
• Page D, 1 copy for the teacher

Preparation
Cut out each situation listed on Reproducible Page D.

Instructions
1. Divide the students into four groups.
2. Give each group a situation to complete: 

• Your father gives you your grandfather’s pocket
watch as a gift. He says you are mature enough
and have been responsible, so he wants it to be
yours. Your younger brother takes it to school
for “Show and Tell” without your permission.
He brings it to you in a paper bag, and it is
now in many tiny pieces. What will you do?

• You have not been doing well in your math
class. Your parents agree to let you stay on the
baseball team as long as you make a “B” on
your next test. All of your other teachers assign
hours of homework and you are not able to
study as much as you need to. You get a “C-“
on the next math exam, and your parents
won’t let you play baseball until your grades
improve. What will your attitude be toward
your parents? Your teachers? Your coach?

• The most popular kid in school planned a birth-
day party the same day as yours. All of your
friends decide to go to the other kid’s party
instead of coming to your party, and you spend
the evening alone with your parents. How did
your friends make you feel and how will you
deal with it?

• Your mom and dad have just adopted a little
girl. Their friends shower her and your parents
with gifts and compliments. People seem to
have forgotten you. What will you do?

The Lost Son Getting Into God’s Word
(supplement)
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Starting Up
Welcome and Singing
Call the students together in a circle. Welcome everyone by name, being sure to recognize anyone who is visiting.
Let them know how glad you are to see them and how much you have looked forward to being with them. Sing
a few great songs.

Opening Prayer and Review
• Open with one of the students praying for each student to be growing in unconditional love and focussing on

being grateful for all God has given them.
• Have one student recite the memory verse for this lesson: 1 John 4:19-20a.
• Have a student briefly review the previous lesson (Core Lesson).

Great News Sharing
Allow several minutes for the students to share great news about their lives. This could be about a family member
who became a disciple, someone healed from an illness, someone studying the Bible, great grades, etc. Remind
the students to be brief so as many as possible can share.

The Lost Son Getting Ready
(supplement)

We love because he first loved us. 

If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates 

his brother, he is a liar.

1 John 4:19-20a
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Faithful Instruction
Teacher Focus
Pray before preparing this lesson. Read and meditate on Luke 15:11-32, focusing on the older brother’s response
to his brother’s homecoming. Why didn’t Jesus just stop the parable at verse 24? How did the older brother
respond to the father? Think of a specific way that you have responded in a similar manner toward God. Read
Psalm 51:17. As you teach this lesson to your students, focus on these concepts: God wants us to understand that
his love for us is unconditional and he wants a deep relationship with each one of us.

Teacher Tips
In this lesson, the focus is on the second son from “The Parable of the Lost Son.” Be sure your students under-
stand that this son’s ingratitude kept him from rejoicing over the return of his brother. Remind the students to be
wary of things that make them ungrateful for all that God has given them. Help to identify and correct behaviors
and attitudes in your students that are unloving and ungrateful.

Preclass Activity
I’ve Got a Riddle!
The students will answer riddles related to the parable for this lesson.

Materials Used
For each student:
• pen or pencil
• blank sheet of paper
For the teacher:
• extra Bibles
• gum or candy for prizes (optional)
Reproducible Pages:
• Page C, 1 copy for each student

Instructions
1. Distribute a copy of Reproducible Page C (I’ve Got a Riddle) and a pen or pencil to each student.
2. Divide the class into small groups of three to four students each.
3. Allow the students to work together in their groups to solve the riddles.
4. After each group has solved the riddle, allow the groups to each write their own riddle for the other groups to

solve. Have them trade papers and solve each other’s riddles. Optional: Provide prizes for the teams that write
creative new riddles that are relevant to one of the parables discussed in this unit.

The Lost Son Getting Ready
(supplement)

1. I am the third book in the New Testament. What

is my name?  _____________________

3. The letter “K” is what number in the alphabet? 

My parable begins at this verse. ___________________

5. I ate with the pigs, I was dirty and cold, I squandered my

wealth, am I young or old? __________

7. There was a party going on, see verse 25, 

but I didn’t like it, who am I? ______________________

2. You will know which chapter the story is 

in when you add the numbers referenced in

Matthew 14:17 + John 1:14 + Acts 6:3.

_________________________

4. Read through the verses and you will see, how many sons

did I have? One, two or three? _____

6. I’ve come to my senses; my pockets are clean; I’m

starving to death in verse __________?

8. My father’s response was right; read and you’ll see (verses 31-32). What would you have said to me?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Luke

15

11

2

young

17

older brother

(personal responses)
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The Lost Son
Lesson Text
Luke 15:11-32

Lesson Objectives
• The students will identify the

similarities and differences in
the attitudes of the two sons in
“The Parable of the Lost Son.”

• The students will explain how
ingratitude toward God can
lead to sinful attitudes and
behaviors.

• The students will practice
showing love to someone this
week.

Materials Needed
For each student:
• pen or pencil
• blank sheet of paper
For the teacher:
• extra Bibles
• gum or candy for prizes

(optional)
Reproducible Pages:
• Page C, 1 copy for 

each student
• Page D, 1 copy for 

the teacher
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Lesson Plan
Getting Ready

Faithful Instruction

Teacher Focus

Teacher Tips

Preclass Activity: I’ve Got a Riddle!

Starting Up

Welcome and Singing

Opening Prayer and Review

Great News Sharing

Getting into God’s Word

Scripture Study

Activity: Choices, Choices!

Getting It to Other s

Scripture Memory: 1 John 4:19-20a

Weekly Challenge and Snack Time

Conclusion

Scripture Memory
We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I
love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar.
1 John 4:19-20a

Lesson 2
(supplement)
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Scripture Memory
We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I
love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar.
1 John 4:19-20a

Materials Used
Reproducible Pages:
• Page B, 1 copy for each student

Instructions
1. Give each student a copy of Reproducible Page B

(Scripture Memory).
2. Have the students say the memory verse together

aloud several times.
3. Talk about what the verse means.

Weekly Challenge and 
Snack Time

Have the students sit in their banquet planning commit-
tees. If your students bring a snack, allow them to eat
while you explain to them the challenge for the week.

Share an example from your life of how you loved
someone when they did not deserve it or, even better,
how someone loved you when you didn’t deserve it.
Emphasize how God loves us in this way. Talk to the
students about how they can demonstrate this kind of
love. Ask them about people they have a difficult time
loving. (Remind the students not to use any names.)
After the students share, give them the challenge to
identify a situation this week in which they can show
love to someone who is hard to love. Ask them if
there is someone at school who causes trouble or
gives them a hard time. Suggest that they invite this
person to the Great Banquet as a way of demonstrat-
ing love to that person. Discuss in detail the obstacles
or fears that the students may face in following
through with this challenge. Encourage them to write
this challenge in their quiet time journals and remind
them to be keeping up with their daily quiet times.

Allow some time for the students to work through
the details for their responsibilities with the banquet.
Give out individual assignments for each student to
follow through with this week. Before the end of
class, ask each head representative to share with the
class some of the plans.

Conclusion
End the class with a prayer.

The Lost Son Getting it to Others

Weekly Challenge
Practice showing love to someone who may be hard to love. 

Consider inviting this person to the Great Banquet.
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Lost and Found 
The students will build a compass to reinforce the idea
that we can always go home to God.

Materials Used
For the teacher:
• 2-4 large sewing needles
• 1 Styrofoam cup
• 2-4 magnets
• 2-4 shallow dishes of water
• 2-4 index cards, 3" x 5"
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for each student

Preparation
You should practice building a compass at home prior
to class. This will allow you to test out your materials
and to conduct the activity with confidence.

Instructions  
Ask the students: Have any of you ever been lost? In
the parable, the younger son was “lost.” He had run
away from home and his father. Sometimes we need
direction (help) to get back home. Today we are going
to make a compass to remind us that we can always
come home to God. When hikers and travelers are
lost, they use a compass to guide them back to camp.
What do we have that is like a compass that leads us
to God? (the Bible / friends / this class / parents)
1. Divide your class into two groups. If you have a

large class with more assistants, you may want to
divide the class by the number of assistants you
have. Each group will need an adult to supervise
this activity.

2. Demonstrate how the students can turn the nee-
dle into a magnet; this is called magnetizing the
needle. To do this, stroke one pole of the magnet
gently along the whole length of the needle in the
same direction twenty times. 

3. To make the compass, have the students lay the
magnetized needle on the piece of Styrofoam cup
(1/2" X 1/2"), and float it in a dish of water. The nee-
dle will swing around to point in a north-south
direction, just like a real compass needle.

4. Write the word “God” at the top of the index
card. Place the compass dish on top of the index
card so that the needle points to “God.”

5. Allow your students to discuss dif ferent ways in
nature that God has given to help us find our way.
You may want to use some of the following exam-
ples:
• In the sky, the sun is always in the east in the

morning and in the west in the evening. 
• At night, Polaris, the North Star, can be used to

help you find “north.”
• In the northern hemisphere, moss always grows

on the north side of a tree.
6. Discuss the different ways that we can find our

way back to God when we wander away. (the
Bible / godly friends / parents / other disciples /
prayer)

7. Allow your students to practice making the mag-
netic needle work. 

8. Distribute Reproducible Page A (Lost and Found).
This is an instruction sheet (for making the com-
pass) that they can take home with them so that
they can share with others about today’s lesson of
the lost son.

The Lost Son Getting Into God’s Word

Activity

Lost and Found
Instructions for making a compass:

You will need:
• large sewing needle
• piece of Styrofoam cup, 1/2” by 1/2”
• magnet
• dish of water

To magnetize the needle:
Stroke one pole of the magnet gently along the whole length of the needle in the same direction twenty times.

To make the compass:
Lay the magnetized needle on the piece of Styrofoam cup that is floating in a dish of water. The needle will
swing around to point in a nor th-south direction, just like a real compass.

Share what you have learned from “The Parable of the Lost Son”!

magnet

Figure A

Figure B

1/2" x 1/2"
piece of

Styrofoam
cup

index card

shallow dish

large sewing
needle

water
needle
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Guest Speaker
Preparation
1. During your class, you will be introducing a guest

speaker who can relate to “The Parable of the Lost
Son.” Seek advice and invite an older teen disciple,
college student or teen worker whose family was
a part of the church during their youth, but who
had a time of “wild living” before they came into
the kingdom as a disciple. 

2. Help the speaker to prepare according to the
guidelines given in “Teacher Tips.”

Instructions
1. Introduce your guest speaker to the students. 

You may want to give some brief background
information. 

2. The speaker should share for five to ten minutes.
3. Have the speaker ask the following questions of

the students: (a) How has God shown you his
unconditional love? (b) How is God giving you an
exciting and fulfilling life?

4. Allow several minutes for your students to ask
questions when the speaker is finished. See note
in “Teacher Tips” about appropriate questioning.

Scripture Study
Materials Used
For the teacher:
• extra Bibles
• Parable Poster (included with the unit)
• special teacher insert for Unit 16 Lesson 2—key for

identifying “The Parable of the Lost Son” on the
Parable Poster

Have your students turn to Luke 15:11-32. Ask the stu-
dents to be open about ways that they have “blown
it” with their parents. Today we are going to read a
parable about a son who “blew it” with his father.
Ask for two volunteers to read the passage. Discuss:
• Why did Jesus teach this parable? (He wanted peo-

ple to understand how God feels about the lost.)
• Who was Jesus talking to? (everyone—the Pharisees

and the sinners)

• Did the son choose to leave or did the father make
him leave? How does this relate to our relationship
with God? What other choices did the son make?
(He chose wild living and squandering his wealth. /
He also chose to go back to his father.)

• Why do you think the son wanted to leave his
father? (wanted to get out on his own / lead his
own life / do what he wanted to do and not have
to think about what was right to do)

• What do you think it means to be lost? (We are
lost when we don’t have a relationship with God.)

• What happened to the son when he left his
father? (lost his relationship with his father / start-
ed living a sinful life / was looking for love in all the
wrong places)

• How would you describe wild living and squander -
ing your wealth in today’s terms? (not focused on
God / living for self / poor student / wanting to
only have fun / drugs / alcohol / immorality / dri-
ving recklessly / disobeying parents and teachers) 

• After he decided to go back to his father, what
kind of response do you think the son expec ted?
(to be yelled at / thrown out / not accepted / not
taken back)

• Why did the father choose to welcome the son
back in the way that he did? (His love was uncondi-
tional. / He wanted his son back with him.)

• What is unconditional lo ve? (forgiving / patient /
wants to work out the relationship no matter what
has happened)

• What does this s ay about God and our relationship
with him? (God loves us unconditionally. / He
wants a relationship with us. / He will always
accept us back if we are truly sorry.)

Parable Poster
Have the students try to locate the places on the
Parable Poster where the action of “The Parable of the
Lost Son” is taking place. The first class to study this
unit should highlight the site of this parable’s action
with a orange highlighter. Subsequent classes will sim-
ply refer to the highlighted area to see where the
parable takes place.

The Lost Son Getting Into God’s Word
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5. When the first student arrives back at his home position, have the next student take a turn. Continue until all
students have participated in the race.

6. Give all participants a prize. Award the first-place team a double prize.
7. As new students enter the class, have them go to the end of one of the lines.

Starting Up
Welcome and Singing
Call the students together in a circle. Welcome everyone by name, being sure to recognize anyone who is visiting.
Let them know how glad you are to see them, and how much you have been looking forward to being with
them. Sing a few great songs.

Opening Prayer
Who would like to say a prayer to start today’s time together? Let a few students lead the prayer. Encourage the
students to mention missing students, special church activities, illnesses and to be especially thankful for the
chance to be together.

Victories
Take the time to have the students share about the challenges they were given at the end of last week’s class. Did
everyone complete their challenge? How did it go? What fea rs did you face as you met the challenge to put the
lesson into practice? How did everyone do with having consistent quiet times? Who would like to sha re some -
thing they learned this week?

Praise and encourage all the students’ ef forts, especially noting any area of significant growth. Offer help and
suggestions so they can have even more victories in the coming week.

Ask the students to share about victories in inviting their friends to the banquet.

Good News from the Kingdom
Materials Used
For the teacher:
• 1 copy of “Good News from the Kingdom”
• globe or map of the world

Instructions
Now let’s take a few minutes to share “Good News from the Kingdom.” Be excited as you read about what is
happening around the world. Have a globe or map ready, pointing out the location as you share. Remind your stu-
dents that the kingdom of God is worldwide and that the victories of our brothers and sisters in other countries
can inspire us and spur us on.

The Lost Son Getting Ready
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Faithful Instruction
Teacher Focus
Pray before preparing this lesson. Read and meditate on Luke 15:11-32 until you understand the parable and the
lesson it holds. How would you define “unconditional”? Look up the word “unconditional” in the dictionary. Do
you see God’s love for you as being this way? Examine how you love others, even those who have mistreated you.
Is your love for them like God’s? Look for ways to grow in your love this week, especially toward your students.

Teacher Tips 
During your class, you will be introducing a guest speaker who can relate to “The Parable of the Lost Son.” Seek
advice and invite an older teen disciple, a college student or a teen worker whose family was a part of the church
during their youth, but who had a time of “wild living” before becoming a disciple.

Ask your guest speaker to read over the lesson objectives and lesson text. Have the person prepare to talk
about his or her life, especially what was learned from the time of “wild living” and how grateful he or she is to
be in the kingdom. Encourage the speaker to put a lot of thought into what he or she will say so that it will
impact the hearts of your preteens. Make sure that he or she does not present the time of “wild living” as humor-
ous or fun. The students need to see the harm done to the person, to his or her family and to God. The speaker
should be prepared to speak for five to ten minutes and to answer questions from the students. Be ready to
reroute or rephrase any questions that are not appropriate. Ask your speaker to summarize the speech with you
before it is presented to the class. Make sure that the material is appropriate. Encourage the speaker to be open
and honest with the audience.

Call your students during the week and tell your students about the guest speaker. Ask them to bring a spe-
cial thank-you note for the person.

Using the teacher insert, identify the location of this parable on the Parable Poster. During the Scripture Study
portion of the class, the first group of students who use the poster will highlight the location of the parable being
studied. A different color of highlighter will be used for each parable. The already highlighted poster will be saved
and reused in subsequent years.

Preclass Activity
Blow It
The students will play a game based on the idea of “blowing it” and “running home.”

Materials Used
For each student:
• 1 balloon
For the teacher:
• prizes (candy or stickers)
• masking tape

Instructions
1. Divide the class into two to four teams and give each team member one balloon.
2. Have each team line up at one end of the room (home position). 
3. For each team, designate a point with masking tape on the floor at the other end of the room.
4. Have the first student on each team blow up his or her balloon, tie it and then run to the designated point.

Once they arrive at the point, have the students sit on their balloons to pop them and then run back to the
home position.

The Lost Son Getting Ready
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The Lost Son
Lesson Text
Luke 15:11-32

Lesson Objectives
• The students will relate “The

Parable of the Lost Son” to
their individual relationships
with God.

• The students will explain 
the meaning of uncondition-
al love.

• The students will practice
showing unconditional love
to someone this week.

Materials Needed
For each student :
• 1 balloon
For the teacher:
• prizes (candy or stickers)
• masking tape
• 1 copy of “Good News

from the Kingdom”
• globe or map of the world
• extra Bibles
• 2-4 large sewing 

needles
• 1 Styrofoam cup
• 2-4 magnets
• 2-4 dishes of water
• 2-4 index cards, 3" x 5"
• Parable Poster (included

with the unit)
• special teacher insert for

Unit 16 Lesson 2—key for
identifying “The Parable of
the Lost Son” on the
Parable Poster 

• orange highlighter
Reproducible Pages:
• Page A, 1 copy for 

each student
• Page B, 1 copy for 

each student
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Lesson Plan
Getting Ready

Faithful Instruction

Teacher Focus

Teacher Tips

Preclass Activity: Blow It

Starting Up

Welcome and Singing

Opening Prayer

Victories

Good News from the Kingdom

Getting into God’s Word

Story: Guest Speaker

Scripture Study

Activity: Lost and Found

Getting It to Other s

Scripture Memory: 1 John 4:19-20a

Weekly Challenge and Snack Time

Conclusion

Scripture Memory
We love because he first loved us. If anyone says,
“I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar.
1 John 4:19-20a

Lesson 2
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