Unit Overview

Parables have been described as earthly stories
with heavenly meanings. Jesus used his parables
to teach and to reach the hearts of people. The
goal of this unit is to help the preteens under-
stand God’s character more clearly and to teach
them how to have a great relationship with him.
The lessons focus on the themes of uncondition-
al love, gratitude, prayer and obedience.

Lesson | - The Great Banquet
Scripture Memory Verse Luke 14:15

As disciples, we understand the incredible blessings of
being a part of God’s kingdom. Yet the world has lit-
tle understanding of just how much God wants us to
be close to him and to bless us. This lesson focuses on
how special it is to be invited to God’s Great Banquet
and how much we need to be grateful for all that
God has given us by allowing us the chance to be
part of his kingdom.

Lesson 2 - The Lost Son
Scripture Memory Verse 1John 4:19-20a

No parable shows God’s character any more clearly
than “The Parable of the Lost Son.” It shows not only
God’s unconditional love, but also his deep desire to
see each of us turn to him and repent of our sin.
Preteens receive mixed messages from the world
about what love really means. The students will see
that God’s love is always there for us. We should be
grateful and seek him with all our hearts.

Lesson 3 - The Two Sons
Scripture Memory Verse Llohn5:3

“Obedience” is a word that is unpopular with many
preteens. As they begin to feel the need for indepen-
dence, preteens are more likely to rebel and less likely
to obey wholeheartedly. The students will learn that
God demands complete obedience in word and
action from each of his children. We cannot please
God if we rebel against his word or if we obey only
that which is comfortable for us. God’s instruction is
specific and our obedience must also be specific.
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< The students will understand that, because of
unconditional love, God’s desire is to bless us
and bring us closer to him.

= The students will learn that gratitude, obedi-
ence and prayer are the main elements in a
solid relationship with God.

= The students will practice love and great faith
as they plan and invite their friends to a Great
Banquet.

Lesson 4 - Workers in the Vineyard
Scripture Memory Verse John L7

Gratitude is an ongoing struggle for every preteen. As
they become young adults, preteens become more
focused on their rights, what is fair to them and what
they deserve. This parable teaches the students that
while God wants to bless each of us and meet our
needs, our response to him must be one of total grati-
tude for what he has given us.

Lesson 5-Friend at Midnight
Scripture Memory Verse Luke 1.9

Friends who are there for us at all hours and through
any circumstances are hard to find. Preteens often
experience disloyalty, isolation and broken relation-
ships in the world. Yet as they study this parable, the
students will come to understand that God is the only
one who will always be there for them. There is one
perfect relationship in the world—a relationship with
God.

Lesson 6 - The Talents
Scripture Memory Verse Matthew 25:21

While God is the great giver, he also expects us to
give back to him. He has blessed each of us with spe-
cific talents and abilities, and his expectation is that
we use these talents in his kingdom. The students will
see that if we do, he promises to multiply these tal-
ents in order for us to be and do even more for him.
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Preteens

Dear Parent,

On the reverse side of this page you will find an outline and description of the lessons which comprise this unit.
The weekly Scripture Memory Verse is listed with each lesson synopsis.

As part of the class experience, students are given a weekly challenge. Below is a list of the challenges
given with the lessons:

Lesson | The Great Banquet
Weekly Challenge: Pray about three friends you would like to share with about the kingdom of God. Give each
one an invitation to the Great Banquet Party.

Lesson 2 The Lost Son
Weekly Challenge: Practice showing love to someone who may be hard to love. Consider inviting this person to the
Great Banquet.

Lesson 3 The Two Sons
Weekly Challenge: Practice godly obedience this week. Choose someone to whom you need to be more obedient,
and put what you have learned into practice.

Lesson4 Workersin the Vineyard
Weekly Challenge: Do at least one chore each day this week to demonstrate your gratitude to your parents for all
they have done for you.

Lesson 5 Friend at Midnight
Weekly Challenge: Make a prayer list of those friends you have invited to the Great Banquet. Pray persistently
and faithfully each day that every person you have invited will come next week.

Lesson 6 The Talents
Weekly Challenge: Ask five different people to tell you about what talents they see that God has given you. Write
down one gift and plan how you will use that talent in a new way for God.

Your active involvement outside the classroom is essential and will truly make the Kingdom Kids Curriculum a
great success for your child. Here are some suggested ways for you to reinforce these lessons at home:

= For a family devotional, either act out one of the six parables, or have your child write a modern-day parable
to communicate a principle. Then act out this parable together.

= Talk with your child about whom he or she is inviting to the Great Banquet (a party on the last day of this
unit). Encourage him or her, and get involved in communicating with the parents if it is appropriate to do so.

= Have a friend come over during your family devotional one night, interrupting and saying that he has unex-
pected guests from out of town and needs to borrow something. Tell him that you are busy with your family.
Have him beg you, and give in to him. Then use this to teach your children about “The Parable of the Friend
at Midnight.”

= Review the memory verse before bedtime, at dinner or while riding in the car.

= Ask your child to share with you how he or she is doing with the weekly challenge. Give encouragement or
direction as needed.

= Don't forget to encourage your child as he or she uses the Preteen Quiet Time Book that gives daily support
for the lesson of the week.

= Allow your child to share with younger siblings what he or she is learning in class.

We look forward to being partners with you as we help Generation Next to be zealous and effective as they
move forward the kingdom of our God.

Thank you,

Your child’s teachers
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