UNIT OVERVIEW

One need only look at the headlines or watch
the evening news to understand how much is
needed in the way of character training for our
children. Too often their morality and values are
developed from movies, television, video games
and peer influences. There is only one true
source of righteous character training—the exam-
ple of Jesus Christ. In this unit, the students will
see the integrity, righteousness, toughness, sin-
gle-mindedness and wisdom in the character of
Jesus. They will also learn practical ways to incor-
porate these characteristics into their own lives. If
our children are to grow into strong disciples of
Christ, they must learn to pull their eyes and
hearts away from the world, and to focus them
on the godly character of Jesus.

LESSON 1 - INTEGRITY
SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE PIALM 25:21

Becoming a person of integrity is challenging at best.
Preteens are constantly faced with choices about loyal-
ty, values, materialism and the acceptance of others.
Jesus faced these challenges also, but his integrity in
words and action did not falter. The students will
understand the meaning of integrity and its impor-
tance to God, and they will understand ways to practi-
cally incorporate this quality into their lives.

LESSON 2 - RIGHTEOUSNESS
SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERE JOHN 8:10-11

The preteen years can be a time of difficult choices.
While most students know the righteous response to a
given situation, many will respond in the wrong way
because of the desire to be accepted by their peers.
Jesus never compromised his righteousness to please
those around him, but always sought to please only
God. The students need to understand that God
demands the same righteousness in their lives, and they
must desire to please him before any other person.

LESSON 3 — TOUGHNESS
SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE LUKE 22:43-44

Most of what our preteens know about toughness
comes from the entertainment industry. The world
equates toughness with attitude and violence. Despite
challenges, persecution and eventual torture and
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+ The students will understand that Jesus' life
was focused on pleasing his Father and com-
pleting his mission, and that he never compro-
mised in order to please men.

« The students will give Biblical examples of
each of five character traits (integrity,
righteousness, toughness, single-mindedness
and wisdom) as they were manifested in
Jesus’ life.

« The students will learn and implement practi-

cal methods of incorporating these qualities
into their own lives.

death, Jesus showed the world the epitome of emo-
tional, physical and mental toughness—real toughness.
The students will learn that by having these qualities
in their lives, they will command the respect of the
world, and they will gain the blessings of God.

LESTON 4 - SINGLE-MINDEDNESS
SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE JOHN 4:34

One of Jesus’ most outstanding characteristics was his
single-mindedness. Throughout his life on earth, he
was able to keep his focus on the mission for which
he was sent. The students will learn that their success
in doing what is right depends on their ability to
remain focused on what is godly. This means con-
stantly being in the Word, seeking advice and praying
to be all that God wants them to be.

LESSON 5 —WIfDOM
SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE PROVERBS 4:7

Proverbs 4:7 urges us to gain wisdom, even if it costs
us all we have. Preteens who understand God’s expec-
tations will make godly decisions and will stand on
their convictions despite peer pressure or persecution.
As a preteen, Jesus sought the wisdom of the temple
teachers and grew in wisdom and stature. This lesson
will show the preteens that they, too, must continue
to grow in their knowledge of God and the wisdom
of the Scriptures.

Preteens
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Preteens

Dear Parent,

On the reverse side of this page you will find an outline and description of the lessons which comprise this unit.
The weekly Scripture Memory Verse is listed with each lesson synopsis.

As part of the class experience, students are given a weekly challenge. Below is a list of the challenges
given with the lessons:

LESSON 1 INTEGNITY
Weekly Challenge: This week, look for opportunities to act with integrity at home or at school. Write down the
outcome of one situation to share with the class next week.

LESSON 2 RIGHTEOUSNESS

Weekly Challenge: This week, assist someone who needs your help. Think about what Jesus might have done for
that person, then go and do likewise.

LESSON 3 TOUGHNESS

Weekly Challenge: Share this lesson with a disciple. Ask how Jesus' example of toughness helps him or her to
be tough. Write his or her response on your journal page.

LESSON 4 fINGLE-MINDEDNESS

Weekly Challenge: Practice being single-minded by adding ten minutes to your Bible study and/or prayer time
every day this week.

LESSON 5 WIfDOM

Weekly Challenge: Using your Bible and a concordance, look up and write out three verses from the book of
Proverbs that contain the words “wise” or “wisdom.” Share these scriptures with friends or family members.

Your active involvement outside the classroom is essential and will truly make the Kingdom Kids Curriculum a
great success for your child. Here are some suggested ways for you to reinforce these lessons at home:

+ Talk to your child about asking the question “What would Jesus do” when he or she has to make a decision.

+ Share on a personal level what it means to you to have a relationship with Jesus.

« The challenge for Lesson 4 is for the students to add ten minutes to their time with God during the week.
Help and encourage your child to find a way to do this.

+ Share with your child ways in which you have had to become more spiritually, mentally or physically tough in
order to obey God.

+ Review the memory verse before bedtime, at dinner or while riding in the car.

+ While eating dinner, talk about something that your child really enjoyed about Bible class this week.

« Ask your child to share with you how he or she is doing with the weekly challenge. Give encouragement or
direction as needed.

+ Have a family devotional using the memory verse (or parallel verses) this week.

- Don't forget to encourage your child as he or she uses the Preteen Quiet Time Book that gives daily support
for the lesson of the week.

« Allow your child to share with younger siblings what he or she is learning in class.

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These command-
ments that | give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.

Deuteronomy 6:5-7

We look forward to being partners with you as we help Generation Next to be zealous and effective as they
move forward the kingdom of our God.

Thank you,

Your child’s teachers
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